Melbourne Community Church (MCC)
Sunday Service — October 30, 2022

Sermon Notes: “No ‘Little One’ Left Behind,” Matthew 18:15-35, by Brandon
Harris,

Teaching Pastor.

Old Testament Reading: Leviticus 19:11-18; New Testament Reading: 1 Co-
rinthians 5

Last week: “No ‘Little One’ Left Behind,” (Matthew 18:1-14)
e  Kingdom Mindset:
0 “Little Ones: of the Kingdom (Matthew 18:1-4)
e Kingdom Attitude:
0 Always Welcoming; Never Cause to Stumble (Matthew 18:5-10)
e Kingdom Heart:
0 No “Little One” Left Behind (Matthew 18:12-14)

This Week: “No ‘Little One’ Left Behind” (Matthew 18:15-35)
e Restoring Stumbled “Little Ones” (Matthew 18:15-17)
e Authority of the “Little Ones” (Matthew 18:18-20)
e Warning to Unforgiving “Little Ones:” (Matthew 18:21-35)

What should we do if a brother or sister has wronged us or has stum-
bled into sin? (Matthew 18:15a)

Should we really be surprise when one has stumbled into sin or error?
(Matthew 18:7)

As a Christian, who is to take the initiative to find resolution and resto-
ration with our Christian brother or sister? (Matthew 18:15)

Is the matter immediately to become public or a matter of gossip?
(Matthew 18:15b)

If the offender doesn’t want to recognize the sin/problem or disagrees
with the offended person judgement, what should the approach be
then? (Matthew 18:16; Deuteronomy 19:15)

(Over)
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If the matter is still not resolved, then whose is notified of the problem,
the general public? (Matthew 18:17a)

If this last attempt within the (local) church is not resolved, what then?
(Matthew 18:17b)

What is meant by the action “to bind” or “to loose”, especially with re-
spect to the reconciliation that is desired in this text? (Matthew 18:18;
Deuteronomy 19:15)

By putting this in context of verse 16, what are the two or three asking
for in verses 19-207 (see also Malachi 3:16)

Religious leaders of the time thought that a person should forgive their
brother or sister three time for a transgression. (Yoma 86b, 87a) How
many time did Jesus say we should forgive our brothers and sisters?
(Matthew 18:22; see also Genesis 4:24)

Finally, Jesus tells a parable about a (Gentile) king, his servant, and a fel-
low servant. How much did the servant owe the king versus how much
did the second servant owe the first? (Matthew 18:23-34)

The king forgave the servant his debt, did the servant forgive his fellow
servant his debt? (Matthew 18:28-30)

What was the king’s response when he found out the servant had perse-
cuted the fellow servant for the little he owed? (Matthew 18:31-34)

In the end, what should we do when we are owed some restitution for
wrongs to us by our brother and sister? (Matthew 18:35)

Additional Notes:

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Matthew 14-28; Matthew Over-
view Poster
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