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Sermon Notes: “No ‘Little One’ Left Behind,” Matthew 18:1-14, by Brandon 
Harris, 

Teaching Pastor. 

Old Testament Reading: Psalm 34; New Testament Reading: Hebrews 1 

 

Last week: “Remember, Jesus is God’s Son” (Matthew 17:22-27 

• Jesus’ Second Passion Prediction 

 Natural Disposition 

• Temple Tax Question —Three Supernatural Demonstration — The Power-
ful Son of God’s Humility 

 Jesus’ sonship (Matthew 17:25c-26) 

 Jesus’ power (Matthew 17:27) 

 Jesus’ humility (Matthew 17:27a) 

 

This Week: “Overview: 

• Singular Teaching on Kingdom Community 

 “Little Ones: of the Kingdom (Matt. 18:1-4) 

 Warnings Against Stumbling “Little Ones” (Matt.18:5-10) 

 The Father’s Pastoral Heart for “Little Ones” (Matt. 18:12-14) 

 

This text begins just after Jesus has said He is going to die (and rise from 
the dead). Where the disciples arguing about who would take Jesus’ 
place when He is gone? Might they be arguing about the fact that Peter 
(the Rock) or the inner three (Peter, James, and John) had a inside shot 
for that position? (Matthew 18:1) 

 

 

Who does Jesus use as a visual aid? Do you think the anonymity of that 
individual help emphasize the point to the disciples? (Matthew 18:2) 

 

 

In what way are they be like this person selected for illustration? 
(Matthew 18:3) 

 

 

What was the attitude and status of this person among the Jewish com-
munity? (Matthew 18:3-4.                                                                    (Over) 
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What is the Kingdom mindset?  

 

 

What is  (self) abasement ? 

 

 

Why are those like ‘little children’ to be welcomed or received? (Matthew 18:5) 

 

 

What is the stern and severe warning Jesus’ gives to the disciples (and everyone 
else)? (Matthew 18:6) [To cause to stumble or to set a snare or trap] 

 

Consider the sovereignty of God and the ultimate end of all souls. (Matthew 
18:7) 

 

 

Hands and feet refer to what we ___________________ . (Matthew 18:8-9) 

Our eyes indicate what is in our  ___________________  .  

 

 

“Littles Ones” place in the heart and mind of God (Matthew 18:10; Psalm 34:7) 

• Angelic intervention and aid 

 Individuals (Genesis 48:16) 

 Churches (Revelation 1:20) 

 Nations (Daniel 10:13) 

• Jewish understanding of “guardian angel” 

 (Tobit 5:22; Sefaria: guardian angel) 

 

Is God willing that any of these little ones be left behind? (Matthew 18:12-15) 

 

 

Additional Notes: 

 

 

 

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Matthew 14-28; Matthew Over-
view Poster 
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