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Sermon Notes: “The “Yeast” of Your Concerns,” Matthew 16:1-12, 
by Brandon Harris, Teaching Pastor. 
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 12:1-13 
New Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 5:1-8 
 
Last week: (Matthew 15:21-39) 
• Jesus heals and feeds 5000 Jewish men (and the rest of the crowd) 
• Jesus walks on water (and Peter gives it a try) 
• Jesus corrects Rabbinic purity teachings 
• Jesus praises a non-Jewish woman’s faith.  
• Jesus heals and feeds 5000 non-Jewish men (and the rest of the 

crowd.) 
 
This week: (Matthew 16:1-12) 
Jesus sends the crowd away, and goes to where? (Matthew 15:39) 
 
• Mark’s gospel calls it by another name. 
• Maybe another Caananite name. 
• Home of Mary called Magdalene? 
• Three miles north of Tiberia on the Gennesaret plain. 
• Connected to central Galilean fish-processing industry. 
 
The Pharisees and Sadducees make up what religious and local govern-
ment body? (Matthew 16:1) 
 
 
What did they ask Jesus in order to test him to determine if he was the 
Messiah? 
 
 
Jesus says they know how to interpret the appearance of the sky.  As 
religious leadership, what should they also be able to interpret? 
(Matthew 16:4) 
 
 
What did they say that was proof that they could not interpret the 
times? 

 
 

(Over) 
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What sign would they get …  and not when they think? 

 

 

What is their heart condition that causes them to be unable to interpret 
the times? (Deuteronomy 32:5, 20) 

 

 

What book of the Talmud does the Jewish people read at every celebra-
tion of the Day of Atonement?   Had the Lord showed them the sign for 
which they should be looking? 

 

 

What was the disciples response to Jesus’ warning to beware of the yeast 
of the Pharisees? (Matthew 16:5-7) 

 

 

What is the mark of a true disciple? (Matthew 13:23; Matthew 15:16) 

 

 

What does a tiny bit of yeast do in a large lump of dough? What is the 
spiritual equivalent of yeast with respect to the teaching of the Phari-
sees? (Matthew 16:11-12) 

 

 

See also Jesus warnings (other uses of “beware”) in Matthew 6:1, 
Matthew 7:15, and Matthew 10:17? 

 

 

What should be the “Yeast of Your Concerns”? 

 

 

Additional Notes: 

 

 

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Matthew 1-13; The Bible Project: 
Matthew 14-28; Matthew Overview Poster 
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