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Sermon Notes: “Tradition! Tradition!,” Matthew 15:1-9, by Brandon Harris, 
Teaching Pastor. 

Old Testament Reading: Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 

New Testament Reading: Matthew 5:17-20, 33-37 

 

How do we learn from God? 

 

 

 

Who is it again that challenges Jesus? (Matthew 15:1-2) 

 

 

 

What was their question, really an accusation? 

 

 

What is the “tradition of the elders”? (Times of Israel, Yael Shahar) 

 

 

 

Tradition claims its origin to Moses: 

↘ To Joshua 

↘ To Elders of Israel 

↘ To the Prophets 

↘ To elders of Ezra’s day (”The Great Synagogue”) 

↘ To the Pharisees of Jesus’ day. 

 

 

What was the function of the Oral Torah Tradition? 

 

 

 

(Over) 
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What is the ‘Purity’ Principal? (Exodus 30:18-21; Yadayim (Hands)) 

 

 

What was Jesus response, using the rabbinic way of answering a question 
with a question? (Matthew 15:3-6) 

 

 

 

Jesus continues with what “God said” (written Torah) versus “you 
say” (Oral Torah). 

• Qorban (Matthew 5:35-37) 

• Nedarim  

(see also Matthew 23, and Matthew 9:13) 

 

What did Jesus judge the Pharisees as? (Matthew 15:7-9) 

 

 

 

How then can we apply “The Jesus Way” in our own lives? 

 

 

 

• Be careful not to let your tradition override God’s Word 

• Not a religion, but a relationship. 

 

 

 

Additional Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Matthew 1-13; The Bible Project: 
Matthew 14-28; Matthew Overview Poster 
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