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Sermon Notes: “Rate Expectations,” Matthew 14:1-12, by Brandon Har-
ris, Teaching Pastor. 

Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1-5 

New Testament Reading: Acts 14:8-22 

 

See the videos and the graphic (poster) at the links below that pro-
vides an overview of the book of Matthew : The Bible Project: 
Matthew 1-13; The Bible Project: Matthew 14-28; Matthew Over-
view Poster . 

 

The literary structure of today’s passage is: 

• Main Narrative — Herod hears of Jesus, vv. 1-2 

 Explanatory Aside — What happened with John?, vv. 3-12 

• Main Narrative — Jesus hears of Herod, v.13 

 

 

Who is this Herod the Tetrarch? (Encyclopedia Britannia: Herod Anti-
pas) 

 

 

Why might Herod think that Jesus and John are the same person? 

 

 

What were some of the reasons why many Jews revolted against 
Herod’s rule? 

 

 

Who is John, the Baptizer? (Malachi 3:1; Luke 1; Matthew 3; Luke 3; 
John 1; Matthew 11) 

 

 

Why might Herod think that Jesus and John are the same person? 

 

 

Why did Herod imprison John? 

(Over) 
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Herod seemed to be superstitious, given to lust, and rash. Who have we 
learned behaved much like this ruler? (Book of Esther) 

 

 

 

In what kind of situation did Herod place himself at the feast (party)? 

 

 

 

Why such a brutal execution? 

 

 

How many of the disciples’ deaths are recorded in the scriptures? 

 

 

Why include the event and the detail of John’s death? 

 

 

 

What does this mean for us? (Matthew 5:11-12; Matthew 10:24-25; 
Matthew 10:34-39) 

 

 

 

How would you rate your expectations? 

 

 

 

Additional Notes: 

 

 

 

 

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Matthew 1-13; The Bible Project: 
Matthew 14-28; Matthew Overview Poster 

Herod seemed to be superstitious, given to lust, and rash. Who have we 
learned behaved much like this ruler? (Book of Esther) 

 

 

 

In what kind of situation did Herod place himself at the feast (party)? 

 

 

 

Why such a brutal execution? 

 

 

How many of the disciples’ deaths are recorded in the scriptures? 

 

 

Why include the event and the detail of John’s death? 

 

 

 

What does this mean for us? (Matthew 5:11-12; Matthew 10:24-25; 
Matthew 10:34-39) 

 

 

 

How would you rate your expectations? 

 

 

 

Additional Notes: 

 

 

 

 

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Matthew 1-13; The Bible Project: 
Matthew 14-28; Matthew Overview Poster 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther%201&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A11-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A24-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A34-39&version=NIV
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/matthew-1-13/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/matthew-14-28/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/matthew-14-28/
https://bibleproject.com/downloads/posters#load-posters-249
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther%201&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A11-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A24-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A34-39&version=NIV
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/matthew-1-13/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/matthew-14-28/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/matthew-14-28/
https://bibleproject.com/downloads/posters#load-posters-249

