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Sermon Notes: “The Condemned and Accepted,” Matthew 11:20-30, by 
Rick Krebs. 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 6:8-10. 

New Testament Reading: Luke 12:47-48. 

 

What we learned last week: (Matthew 11:1-19) 

• John the Baptist’s ponder from prison 

• Jesus’ tribute to John the Baptist 

• The contrast: Jesus and John the Baptist 

• Applying our learnings for today. 

 

What we will learn this week: (Matthew 11:20-30) 

• Why did Jesus rebuke the cities? 

• Why are things hidden from the wise and learned? 

• Is His yoke really easy? 

• Applying the learnings for us today! 

 

What was lacking among the people of the towns where Jesus had 
performed most of his miracles? (Matthew 11:20) 

 

 

Which cities did he denounce? 

 

 

To which cities did Jesus compare these cities? (Matthew 11:21-24) 

 

 

What was the reputation of the ancient cities to which Jesus referred? 
(Genesis 18:20-21; Isaiah 23:17) 

 

 

What do you think Jesus meant by saying “ … it would be more beara-
ble … on the day of judgment...” (emphasis mine) for those ancient 
cities than those of his day? (Matthew 11:22-24) 

(Over) 
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What is different between people that are learned and wise (in their own 
estimation) and little children? (Matthew 11:25) 

 

 

What things are hidden from the learned and wise, but easy to see for 
little children? (Matthew 11:25-26) 

 

 

For what things has God the Father made Jesus responsible? (Matthew 
11:27) 

 

 

Who is it that really knows the Father? 

 

 

Who really knows Jesus and how do they obtain the ability to know Him? 

 

 

What wears a yoke and what is its purpose? (Smith’s Bible Dictionary: 
yoke) 

 

 

What other yoke might you bear rather than that of Jesus that would 
make you and weary and burdened? (Matthew 11:28; Jeremiah 28:13) 

 

 

While still bearing a yoke, how might you yet find rest for your soul? 
(Matthew 11:29-30) 

 

 

Additional Notes: 

 

 

 

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Matthew 1-13; Matthew Over-
view Poster 
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