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Sermon Notes: “Whose Request Wins?,” Esther 5-6, by Rick Krebs . 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 2:1-10. 

New Testament Reading: Matthew 6:28-34. 

 

What we will learned last week: (Esther 3-4) 

• A rise of hatred, power, and pride. 

• The plot, the agreement, but within God’s providence. 

• Mordecai and Esther collaborate, but work remains. 

 

What we will learn this week: (Esther 5-6) 

• Esther’s cautious request — tomorrow 

• Haman’s emotional tug-of-war 

• King Xerces’ sleepless night 

• Haman’s evil plan explodes. 

 

Why was it important that king Xerces held out his scepter for Esther 
to touch? (Esther 5:1-2; Esther 4:11) 

 

 

 

Instead of asking the king to reverse Haman’s plan of genocide, what 
did Esther ask of the king? (Esther 5:3-5) 

 

 

 

What was the king doing just as he asked Esther again what is her re-
quest? (Esther 5:6) 

 

 

 

Esther continues to show poise and obtain favor with king Xerces in 
Haman’s presence. Instead of making her request known, what does 
Esther first ask of the king? (Esther 5:8) 

(Over) 
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Haman encountered Mordecai after leaving Esther’s feast with the king. 
What was his response? (Esther 5:9-10) 

 

 

 

When calling his friends and wife together, what character trait (s) does 
Haman exhibit? (Esther 5:11-13) 

 

 

 

Haman’s wife had an plan for Haman that she believed would make him 
happy. What was it and what does this suggest about her character as 
well? (Esther 5:14) 

 

 

 

What happened to the king Xerces that again shows the providence of 
God? (Esther 6:1-5) 

 

 

 

How did Haman’s own words and pride turn to the good of Mordecai?  
(Esther 6:6-11) 

 

 

 

What was Haman’s response and what prophetic word did his wife say 
just before he left for Esther’s second banquet? (Esther 6:12-14) 

 

 

Additional Notes: 

 

 

 

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Esther Overview; 

Esther Overview Poster 
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