Melbourne Community Church (MCC)
Sunday Service — May 1, 2022
Sermon Notes: “A Kingdom in Turmoil” Esther 1, by Rick Krebs .
Old Testament Reading: Daniel 9:1-6.
New Testament Reading: Ephesians 5:21-24.

What we will learn this week:

e The story before the story.

e Reading through a Christian world view lens.
e The state is set, the lines are drawn.

e The application for us—today.

Who is the author of the book of Esther?

For a book of the Bible, who is not mentioned at all?

The Book of Esther begins with a story of the king of Persia and his
queen. Since the Old Testament focuses on God’s chosen nation. Why
would this story be of any significance?

The period of the book of Daniel precedes the events of the book of
Esther. What is the relationship between the events of the book of
Daniel and Esther? What kingdom succeeded the Babylonian king-
dom? (Daniel 1:1; Daniel 5:30; Ezra 1; Nehemiah 1:1-2; Esther 1:1-3)

The story begins with three elaborate days long banquets put on by
the king of Persia. How many provinces encompassed his kingdom?
(Esther 1:1)

(Over)
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Who do you think the banquets were designed to impress? (Esther 1:3;
Esther 1:4-8)

In what state was the Xerces when he summoned Queen Vashti? (Esther
1:10)

For what purpose was she summoned? (Esther 1:11)

Did she obey the Kings command? (Esther 1:12)

What happened to Queen Vashti as a result? (Esther 1:19)

Setting the stage for later events in the book of Esther, what kind of per-
sonality does king Persian possess? (Esther 1:8; Esther 1:10; Esther
1:12b; Esther 1:13: Esther 1:18b)

What famous ruling resulted from the Queen’s response to the king and
the threat it posed to the princes and nobles of the kingdom? (Esther
1:22)

Additional Notes:

Internet Resources: The Bible Project: Esther Overview;
Esther Overview Poster
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