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Sermon: “A New Prophet Prepares the Way,” Matthew 3, by Rick Krebs, Old 
Testament Reading: 2 Kings 1:7-8. New Testament reading: Luke 1:17-
18. 
 
What will we learn? 
• What was John the Baptist’s purpose and initial message? 
• Why did John perform Baptisms? 
• What did the religious leaders think about the events? 
• What made Jesus’ baptism different? 
 
Some historians suggest that John the Baptist was once a member of 
the Essene sect of Judaism known for the repository of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls.  What was the eating habit and dress of John that made him 
stand out? (Matthew 3:4) 
 
 
 
 
The were many baptism rites during the time of John the Baptist. 
What did John ask of his followers to be baptized by him? (Matthew 
3:6; Matthew 3:11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Like Jesus, John had seeming harsh words for whom? (Matthew 3:7} 
 
 
 
 
 
John said that Jesus’ baptism would be different or greater than his.  
How would it be different? (Matthew 3:11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Over) 
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John, who baptized for repentance, realized that Jesus should baptize him. 
(Matthew 3:13-15) 
 
Why do you think that John thought that Jesus did not need to have the Baptism 
of John? 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did Jesus let John baptize him anyway? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Jesus came out of the Jordan the Trinity was revealed. How was the Trini-
ty revealed at that time? (Matthew 3:16-17) 
 
1. God, The Father 
 
 
 
2. God, The Son 
 
 
 
3. God, The Holy Spirit 
 
 
 
Additional Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Internet Resources: 
The Bible Project Matthew Overview Chapter 1-13; Matthew Overview Poster; 
Matthew Overview 
14-28. 
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