
Sermon Notes: “Bitter of Soul”, by Jared Smith, Associate Pastor, Job 3:1
-26. Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 2:1-8. New Testament Reading: 

Ephesians 2:12-22. 

 
What learned last week: (Job 1-2) 
• Sin causes suffering, but not all suffering is caused by sin. 
• For God’s people, suffering can be purposeful. 
• Sometimes there is more going on than we can see. 
 
Wisdom Literature 
• Job 
• Ecclesiastes 
• Proverbs 
• Some Psalms 
• Probably Song of Songs (Solomon) 
 
Tools for wisdom literature: 
• Read it all (or at least in context). 
• Learn which terms were different, e.g., fool. 
• Follow the logic of the dialogue. 
 
Big questions: 
• Why do the righteous suffer? 
• Who is wise? 
• Can God be trusted? 
 
Outline of Job: 
• Prologue (1-2) — last week 
• Job’s lament (3) — this week 
• Job’s friends (4-25) 
• Job’s reply (26-31) 
• Elihu (32-37) 
• The Lord (38-42:6) 
• Epilogue (42:7-17) 
 
Soliloquy — The act of speaking one’s thoughts aloud when by oneself, or 
regardless of any hearers, especially by a character in a play. 

(Over) 
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Job’s curse to reverse creation: 

Common elements of laments: 
• Addressed to God, usually with a plea for rescue 
• Confession of sin or protestation of innocence 
• Hope in, or praise of, God at the end. 
 
Leviathan in the Bible: 

Leviathan Characteristics: 

Job’s Whys: 

Jesus’ Why: 
• My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46; 

Mark 15:34) 
 
What have we learned? 
• We should be quick to listen and slow to speak. 
• We should bring concerns to God, not complain about Him. 
• Jesus is The Righteous One who suffered on our behalf. 

Additional Notes: 
 
 
 
Internet Resources: 
The Bible Project: Job Overview; Job Overview Poster; 
Daily   Moral Inventory; Prayer Revolution, John Smed 
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• “Let there be light 
• “God saw the light was good” 

• “May it turn to darkness” 
• “May God above not care about it” 

• Job 3:8 
• Job 41 (named in verse 1, but entire 

chapter describes him) 

• Psalm 74:14 
• Psalm 104:24-26 
• Isaiah 27:1 

• Powerful 
• Graceful 
• Skin like coat of armor 
• Fearsome teeth 
• Back like a row of 

shields 
• Breathes fire 
• Sword and javelin can-

not pierce it 
• Churns the depths of 

the sea 
• Gliding serpent 

• Coiling serpent 

• Monster of the sea 

• Why did I not perish at birth? 
• Why were there knees to receive 

me? 
• Why was I not stillborn? 

• Why is light given to those in mis-
ery? 

• Why is life given to a man whom 
God has hedged in? 
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